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FIGHTING THE OVER

What Our Veterans Ilave to Say About
Their 0ld Campaigns.

—_—

RIDENOUR SPEAKS.

Tells Mlow Wis Brigade Execnted a Danger-
ous and Important Service.

EpiTor NATIONAL TRIBUNE:
LEASE give me a little
space to eall a halt to
Chas. Banks, Co. H, 1st
Ohio, in the issue of
May 12, headed ** Mis-
gionary Ridge," ete. In
the first place, the Sec-
ond Division, Fifteenth
Corps, mever reached
Chaltasvoga until the
cracker line was opened
and fuolly established
from Stephenson.

He says he believes
our officers were ignor-
ant of the expedition.
They were not.

Again, ke says: “In
Jess time than it takes
to tell it, each com-
mander of his company
bad his men out—skir-
mishers deployed —and all were advancing as
fast as the steepness of the mountain would
permit, and were soon in possession of the
ground just occupied by the rebels; they giv-
jng up a'ter a lively skirmish. Having now
driven them from thisimportant position, there
was 1o time lost in laying a pontoon bridge
geross (he river at this poiut (Brown’s Ferry),"”

te.

We went from a mile to 8 mile and a half be-
fore we reached any monntain, there was no
gkirmishing whatever, anud Drown's Ferry 1s
below Chattanooga. Capt. Webster has refer-

ence to a different time and place.
Banks

The facts concerning the expedition !
refers to are as follows, aud Luve passed into his- ]
tory as lacis: !

“Tie Second Division, Fifteenth Corps, |
resched Chattanceoga Nov. 21, snd crossed the
gwift, swollen Tenuessee upon a frail
pontoon hridge at Browu's Ferry, and waded |
three miles in mire, through a steady pour, |
mntil we renched the rear of some hills on the |
peninsuls opposite Chattanooga, w In:rt-.‘“'e en- |
camped about noon. The next merning oar |
brigade, without its camp cquipage, moved fve
miles to the northward, and went inte bivouac
along the North Chicksmauga Creek, which we |
found filled with pontoous.

On Monday, the 23d, we remained in the |
game position and received fnll instructions re- |
gpectivg on important and dangerousservice for |
which our (the First) brigade had been selected, '
in connection with the grand strategy by which |
Gen. Grant hoped to overwhelm the Confeder- |
ate forces then bolding Chattanooga in close
siege. |

offcers and men of the 55th Il and

Certain |
8th Mo. were instructed to carefully obscrve |
the position of the eavalry picket-posts along |
the opposite shore of the Tennessee day aud |
might.

One hundred and sixteen pontoons con-

structed in Chattanooga bad becn secretly con-
weyed across the river and by woods roads to
the creck where we lay, about g mile above its
junction with the river. Every boat was man-
med by four men selected for their acguaint-
ance with water craft. The company com-
manders received special jostructious, and in
turn informed their men during the day.

All guns were loaded, but not capped, and no
one was to fire, except by orders.  To cach boat
were assigned 25 men and officers.

At sbout 11 o'clock at mizh: the boats re- |
ceived thoir quotas, and the expedition started.
The 8th Mo, led, followed by the 55th.

The line of poutoous floated silently down
the narrow creek until the Tennecssee was
reached, and then hupped the west shore
closely as possible. We hushed our very whis-
pers. and the oars were carefuliy mufiled.

The impetuocns river, swollea by the heavy
rains, bore us swiftly down, and the darkness |
was 56 dense ander the cloudy sky. aud in the
shadows of the forest that lined the shore,
that we could hardly see the batteau next be-
fore or behind.

The rebel picket-fires on the opposite bank
glimmered through the mist. We could sce |
guands throwiang wood upou them, and once
heard the chalienge of & sentinel, but other-
wise rarely was thereany sound save Lthe steady
monotone of the rushing water,

The lesding boat directed its course so as to |
yun sacross Lhe stream & litile below the first
picket-post, and the instant it struck land the
25 men sprang ashore, quickly sarrounded the
pentivel aud reserve-guard, and, gnietly march.
ing them to the Loat, landed thew on the oppo-
pite side of the riger, and then fellowed the
othier poutoons. The second boat in like man-
per touk in the second outpost, and so on till
all were scizad,

But one guon was fired, and that by the last
sentine! captured, whe, in his nervous surprise,
fired into the air; but this cansrd no alarm to |
the encwy. The 8th Mo, and 116th 111, janded
mbovethe mouth of South Cuickamaugs River.
The other reziment, following the Jead of the

oth IIL. and passing down three miles from
the moutn ef the creek, crossed the riverata
point wiich Lad been selected. A lantern on
the west shore served as & signal to Lhe oars-
man. Lauding with intrenching tools, pickets
were thrown cut. Every man worked with a
will. The ground was favorable, and in an in-
eredibly short time quite substantial earth-
works were thrown ap.

The osrsmen, us fast as their boats were un-
Joaded, Linstened directly to theopposite shore,
where the otber troops of the Filteenth Corps
were wailing Lo be ferried over,

Before there was 8 glimpse of daylight not
only the whole division (the Secound), com-
manded by Gen. Morgan L. Smith (not Hazen),
but that of Gen, John E. Swith, 8,000 men in
all, were in line on the south bank.

The Pionecers began constructing the bridge.
As s00n as the landing was effected eack pon-
toon brought overits portion of balks, anchors,
ete. The wagons of the train, with 24 extra
boats, bud been breught to the crossing, so
that there was no delay, and as fast ss the
boats used for ferriage were needed the ozrsmen
delivered them, the coustruction going onm
simultaneonsly from both shores. By suuorise
the bridge, 450 feet long, was completed, and by
noon the three divisions, with tbeir artiliery,
were iu batlle array.,

The vext day Bragg was driven from his
stronghold, which bad nothing todo with open-
iog the cracker line,

Gen. Huzen did not commsnd the division
nutil near the 4th of July, 1564

And 1 want to remind Capt. Richsame, in
Picket Shots of May 5, that there were 15 regi-
mentsin Gen. Hazen's Division at- the capture
of Fort McAliister, instead of nine. Tbe 55th
IIl was there ju reserve with five other regi-
ments, aud there were men in that churge from
overy reziument in the divisiou.—J. B. Ripe-
BOUR, Cantsin, Ua. A, 55th 111,

——
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HOW HE REMEMBERS IT.

A Pionecer Officer Differs Materially from
the 10th Ohio Cavalryman,

Evrror NaTioNAL TRIBUNE:

NDER the head of
“Campaign Through
the Caroclinss,” in the
issue of April 26, I no-
ticed the following,
which does not slto-
gether sgree with my
recollections of trans-
actionus at the time:

** At this date. (Jan.
30, 1865; Kilpatrick
was ardered to move
porth by tive west bank
of the Savannal River,
and by & rapid march
sceure & point for a
portion of the leflt wing
to cruss the river at or
mesr Sister’s Forry, about 40 mijes above, = * ¢

“We reached Sister's Ferry aboul noon the
mext day, capturing twosmall Loats aud getting
possession of the ferry witbhout much oppo-
pition. & = *

“A force was placed on the opposite side of

the river, which encountered & small rebel
force that wasz driven off without much
Josg” + = =

Now, the First and Third Divisions of the
Twenticth Corps crossed the Suvannah River at
or near Savannah Jen. 17, 1865, and proceeded
directly 10 Loberiville, The dste of cur arri-
wel there I cannot now give, but we were sev-

trees, and being almost impassable from fre-
quent rains, We Inid over one day at Porrys-
burg on acconnt of the heavy rain.

The only dry spot that could be found for
our Brigade Headguarters—and that was none
too dry at this time—was in a graveyard, while
our tent covered several graves, tombstones,
ete. It would be ample time to allow for us to
reach Robertsville, say eight days, making our
arrival there on the 25th or 26th of January,
late in the afternoon.

There our brignie—the First—commanded
by Col. Jas. L. Seliridge, of the First Division,
commanded by Gen. Jackson, was ordered to
Sister's Ferry, some two miles distant. A

: short distance from the town we struck the

low bottom lands, and from there to the ferry
was one continuous body of water from ankle
to waist deep, with two or three bayous to
cross, and the bridges washed away.

We contrived to get across one and possibly
two that night, when Col. Selfridge saw the
impossibility of getting the whole brigade
there that evening, and sent, I think, two
companies to try to reach the ferry that night.
The rest of the brigade returned to the high
ground and eamped for the night.

During the night the water had fallen con-
considerably, so we reached the ferry withont
quite as much of & wetting as those who pre-
ceded us the night before had received.

Here we found the gunboat Pontiac, 8 wooden
double-ender, at anchor in the middle of the
river, and a low ridge of dry ground next the
river, only just large enough to encamp the
brigade by squeezing in close.

In two or three days the water had subsided
50 we could reach the high land without wading
through water, but the mud was almost as im-
passable, A daily detail of abont 200 men
from the brigade was made, which, with the
brigade pioneers, was put under the writer,
with orders to repair and make the road from
the ferry to Robertville passable for jthe trains,
ete., which were expected to cross on their
arrival, and bad been at that work some three
days when the bead of Kilpatrick’s column
arrived.

The General himself was among the first
who crossed, and took dinner at our Brigade
Hesadquarters, spending some little time there,
After Kilpatrick's trains, ete., were out of the
way, came the head of Geary's Division, the
Second of the Twenticth Corps, and I well
remember the scoring we got because we had
the roads in no better shape for him to get
over, as the cavalry and trains had rendered
them again aimost impassable, except where
we bad had time to corduroy; which had to be
completed before Geary’s trains could get
through,

e then joined Geary's Division nntil we
overtook our own division, which was several
days thereafter, aud I think must have been

| by a different route, as I distinctly recollect

having one or two sharp skirmishes at bridge
crossings while attached to Geary's Division.

Now, if we had been encamped at Sister's
Ferry for nearly a full week, with one of our
gunboats Iyving there all the time, before Kil-

patrick’s column came up, I cannot see how
they found and captured the two small boats
aud enconntered a rebel force on the opposite

{ side; that is, after they had crossed, which

would bring them on the same side where we
were encamped. Nonoe of our brigade saw any
rebel force thiere, or boats, except the Pontiac
and the poutoons.—C. N. BarrerT, Licuten-
ant and Pioneer Officer, First Brigade, Second,
Division, Twentieth Corps, Port Allegheny,
Pa.

The Comrade Denies It,
Eprror Nationan TRIBUNE:

(;_ SEE in your issue of
' PApriI 14 that Comrade

=1 Edwin Crockett, Co. H,
65th N. Y., was some-
what worried over
“Quelling Mutiny” in
the isswe of Feb, 18. I
cannot understand why
Comrade Crockettshould
entertain the idea that
I was trying to boom
mysclf for Sheriff of this
Conuty. In fact, 1 have
never been mentioned,
that I am aware of, as a
probable or possible can-
didate for Sheriff or any
other County office, and surely I would not ac-

Tcr‘pt the office of Sheriff if I were elected to-
{ day. Not that I am a traveling National Bank,

aud don’t require the per diem, but my health
is such thet I cannot live but away up here in
the mountains, 50 miles from anywhere, where
noone but an old scout like Comrade Crockett
could find me. Furthermore, I do pot flatter
myseif that I could get the Sherifl’s office if 1
wanted it. I am not built that way; and if I
were, the last thing I would do would be to
boom myself on my record, not if it were egnal
to that of Lieut. Cushing of the Navy. A first-
clase war record is perfectly fatal in politics
west of the Rocky Mounutaing, As for me be-
ing “ehiel hero,” as Comrade Crockett would
have me appear in the fracas on the transport
Mississippi, I never looked at it in that light.
For every man present was quite as much
“chief hero" as myself—in my way of view-
ing that long-ago affair. I simply did my
duoty. If there was any “chief hero” in the
first act of that piay, he was Capt. Clark, of the
61st Mass, As for Comrade McShane, I never
heard of bim until I saw “ Queliing Mutiny,”
but on April 16 I received a letter from Judge
J. T. Morgau, of the Idaho Supreme Court,
who, in referring to “ Quelling Mutiny,” states
that he is acquainted with A, C. McShane, the
writer of that articie. This is all I bhave to
say.—MoxroE Daceerr, Co. I, 1ith Me,
Saint Marie's, Idaho.

- - - —

GETTING INTO SAVANNAH.

A 102d N. Y. Comrade Briugs Proof of His
Regiment Being the First There.
Eprroe Natiosar TrrmUNE:

: ET me say something
sbout the first troops
in Savannah, Ga. I
was on picket duty on
™, the nights of Dec, 20
‘i1 and 21, 1864, on the
#'4 bank of the Savannah
River, our regiment
being camped on the
bank, the extreme left
of the Union line. We
2, were very close to the
¥ rcbel works, so close
. that they could not

- maintain a picket-line
7 in front of their works.
We bad dog in from

theriver bank and run
y @ trench parallel with
= the works, and in that

our pickets watched.

On this night we heard the wagons crossing
on pontoons below us, and kpnew pretty weil
what was being done. A fewof us crawled up
to their works about 3 a. m., found them de-
serted, und in & few minutes our whole picket
was inside,

I took gbont 12 or 15 men and started for the
front. Soon we met two men coming toward
us in a buggy, one carrving a white flag, which
he waved excitedly. Hesaid he was thie Mayor
of Eavannsh, and wanted to surrender. We
sent them to the rear uuder guard and horried
on. It was still dark. A few shots were fired
at us from the brush, but we did not stop,

We knew our supports were coming up
rapidly, and we made all haste to get in first,
thinking only of “Uncle Billy’s™ promise,
which all the boys will remember, that the
first command in the city should have the
Provost-Guard,. We found the streets full of
excited people, but no armed troops, They
welcomed us in good style, evidently glad to
gee us.

Werushed to the pontoon bridge just in time
to sce vur end ewinging off in the river. Then
with my little command still intact I ran to
the oot of East Bay street, to a large mill filled
with flour aud meal, which was being stolen,
left & guard there and huorried back to the
(ustom House just in time to assist Gen, Geary
in raising * Old Glory.”

Any eomrade who has & copy of the psper
printed that day or the next will find that the
1024 N_ Y. was the first to enter that city, and
the official fact that Geary's Division was Pro-
vost-Guard for six weeks ouglit to settle the
guestion as to who was first,

Thanks, Comwrade Mereness, for standing up
go nobiy for the dear old White Star Division.
Perhaps you were with me that night. —Arex.
Huxr, First Sergeant, Co. F, 1024 N, Y., Pierce
City, Mo,

&
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Don’t put off your crders for THE NA-
TIONAL TRIBUNE Portrait Cards a single
day. It is only a few weeks now until the En-
campmert, and there will be a great rush for

eral dave on the march, owing to the roads
being filled with obstructions, suck as faullen

them as the time nears. Fivsl come, firsl served

ON THE GETTYSBURG FIELD

A Pennsylvania Reserve Man Makes a Few
Explanations.

EpIiToR NATIONAL TRIBUNE:

. HOMAS TAYLOR cer-
tainly writes from recol-
lection, and mnot from
history, as there are
some uncertain and
some misleading asser-
tions in his article of
April 28, The 155th Pa.
very likely did what
he states. The Wheat-
field is a little north of
west from Little Round
Top; the Devil’'s Den a
little south of west;
Pickett'scharge wasdue
north, and from a mile
to a mile and a half from Little Round Top.

The time the 155th changed position to Little
Round Top was near 5 p. m. on the second day’s
battle, for it was after they secured that posi-
tion that the two brigades (not only the 1st
Rifles) formed with the left near the 155th Pa.
and charged morthwest, driving the rebels off
that side of the hill and to the right of Devil's
Den, and on up into the Wheatfield. None fell
back through their line,

We held our position at the Wheatfield, and
on the third day, when Pickett made his des-
perate charge far to the right of us, we were
ordered to charge across the Wheatfield, which
we did, and then changed front and charged
due south, capturing the last prisoners taken
on the left during the battle of Gettysburg,
Pickett's charge never reached the Wheatfield.

We were relieved on the Fourth of July, and
passed Little Round Top on the north, resting
on the east side about noon. While in oar po-
sition at the Wheatfield we counld see the infan-
try and artillery on Little Round Top. They
did not have a very comfortable position, for
the rebel artillery concentrated their fire so as
to silence the artillery in position on Little
Round Top. We could see the shells strike the
rocks and explode or smash like snowballs,
making lively music, and the rebel sharpshoot-
ers in and around Devil’s Den made them caun-
tious about exposing their mugs on the hill.

Tho west face of Little Round Top ean only
bo climbed through the rocks and bushes by
slow, twisting movements, and no line of battle
could ascend there, On the sounth, cast, and
northeast faces the ascent i3 comparatively
easy, and there was no attack made by the
rebel infantry on Little Round Top at any time
later than G p. m. July 2, 1863.

The one brigade of P. R. V. C,, after getting
into position, occupied the depression between
Little and Big Round Top, extending the
greater way up the north side of Big Round
Top. It was composed of the 9th, 10th, 12th,
and 5th regiments, The First Brigade did the
charging across the clearing, Wheatfield, and
through the woods to the left, nearly a mile,
and included the 1st Rifles (Bucktails), 1st, 24,
Sth, and 11th regiments, all under Brig.-Gen.
Crawford, with the First Brigade, commanded
by Gen. McCandless, of the 2d regiment; Col.
Fisher, of the 5th regiment.

The view from Little Ronnd Top is execl-
lent. A person must be acquainted with the
farms, roads, names of places on the field, to
give an intelligent statement to any person
acquainted with the entire battlefield: if not
acquainted, some statements that intend to rep-
resent things as they occurred are so located as
to cause a doubt abont the writer being on the
field. There should be & very great nllowance
made for strangers; for there are many rocky,
bushy places, and more than one wheatficld,
though there is but one cailed the Wheatfleld
when writing about the Gettysburg battle.

I hope Comrade Taylor will not take this as
an insult, and if he ever comes here and in-
quires for me, I will spend a day with him on
and around Little Round Top.—I. N. DURBO-
AW, Two Taverns, Adams Co., Pa,

MARYE'S HIGHTS.

The Story of the Ascent of the 6th Me., and
the Placing of Its Flag.

EpiTorR NATIONAL TRIBUNE:

N article appeared in
your issue of March 11,
by James Holehouse,
Co, B, T7th Mass,
claiming that his regi-
ment's flag was the first
to wave on Marye's
Hights, May 3, 1863.

I bave no doubt the
flag of the 7th was
there, but not until af-
ter tho 6th Me. wasa
He also says he saw the
6th Me. uzcending the
hill to their left some
time after the 7th
had gained the Hights,
He i3 mistaken; if he
8aw any regiment it was
some other than the
6th.

I have becun amused
sometimes to see articles
from members of differ-
ent regiments, cldiming
to have been the first on
Marye's Hights, but
Holehouse takes the cake.

It is all nonsense for a man in the ranks or
even a company oflicer to pretend to know all
that is going on in different parts of the field.
Nevertheless, I am going to tell what little I
kunow about it. I know where the flag went,
for 1 had orders before we started (being Sec-
oud Sergeant of Co. C) to look out for the col-
OrE.

The 6Gth Me. formed the right of the line,
the right flank restingneara plank road which
wound down the hill and crossed the canal, the
left resting near a small redoubt from which
the enemy bad been driven in the early part
of the day.

On our immediate left was the 31st N,
Y. while deployed as skirmishers in front
of both regiments was a portion of the 5th
Wis. About eleven o'clock an attacking col-
umn, consisting of the 6lst Pa. and 43d N.
Y., marching by the flank, moved across the
bridge on the immediate right of the 6th,
and advanced up the plank road to attack, and
as theybecame warmly engaged with the enemy,
the Gth was ordered forward.

The instant the advance began all the ene-
mies’ works in their front, stone wall, rifle-pits
and redoubts, belched forth a terrible fire of
musketry, which did fearful execution in our
ranks,

Silent, cool, and determined, the men with
closed ranks pushed steadily on, routing the
encmy from behind the stone wall at the point
of the bayonet, and pressing on to the rifle-pits
without a halt and without firing a shot, The
enemy’s line gave way in wild confusion and
did not rally, but eithersurrendered in the fort
or continued their flight down the plank road.

Col. Burnham immediately sent ont skir-
mishers. After a short halt the regiment was
pushed down the plank road in pursuil of the
flying enemy. During the halt on the Hights
I got permission to go back over the ground to
look for my brother, Lieut. Campbell, of Co.
¥, whom some of the boys suid was shot,

I went back, saw the dead and wounded lying
in all directions. Capt. Ballanger, Co. C, was
killed just inside of the stone wall by the
house, Capt. Gray, of Co. A, farther to the
right, and Capt. Young, Co. G, to the left. A
little in the rear of the stone wall lay Maj.
Haycock, but I did not see a 7th Mass. man
dead or alive.

In five minutes from the time we started our
flag was waving on the fort. The 6th lost
128 oflicers and men killed and wounded. If
we did not get there until after the 7th Mass,,
how did we lose s0 many men? Surely they
didn’t turn their guns on us?

I remember hearing oue of the boys telling
abont being back to the fort, and hearing a
Color-Bearer making a great hurrah. He
asked what the trouble was, and was told the
7th Mass, was the first to place their flagon the
works. But he to!d the man the 6th Me. had
been there a half-hour before,

I have no doubt the 7th Mass. did all that
was required of them, and did it nobly, but
their flag was not the first on the Hights,

I will close with the following from the
report of George Fuller, Msjor, commanding
6th Me., Jan. 6, 1864

“May 2, an advance of the entire line was
ordered, and the regiment went forward in
line of battle, the skirmishers driving the
eanemy before them, until darkness put a stop to
the advance. During the night the regiment
was ordered to proceed to Fredericksburg, and
soon after daylight it formed in line of battle

in front of Marye’s Hights, and a few min-
utes after 10 a. m. the order to charge was
given, and the regiment advanced on the
double-quick, In this battle the Gth won a
reputation that will live with the history of the
rebellion. The supporting regiments on the

right aud left broke under the terrifie fire, and
the encmy turued Lis attention to the 6th Me.

-

and 5th Wis. The whole of the enemy’s fire
swept through the devoted ranks of the two
regiments, but with wild cheers the men
rushed on the foréiflcations, and the victory
was won in four mThatgs from the commence-
ment-of the attack, flag of the 6th Me.
was the first to wave from the battlements of
the enemy’s works. The loss of the regiment
in this terrible engagement was 123 officers and
men killed and wognded—D>Maj. Joel Haycock,
Capts. Young, Gray*and Ballanger being killed
instantly,—B. A. €ampnrrr, First Sergeant,
Co. C, 6th Me., Pembroke, Me.

COL. ELILE T. LEE.

—ﬁﬁ_—w_—
Capt. Littlefield Again After the Scalp of the
Gallamt Elkinolsan.
EpIToR NATIONAL TRIBUNE:

e DDITIONAL to my
o comments of May 21
upon the contribution
of Comrade Lee in re-
sponse to my letter on
the charge at Jackson,
I would submit to your
readers, ex-Union sol-
diers of the war, the
following copy of an
authoritative state-
ment respecting Elile
T. Lee, proving that
he was duly reported
y Wounded in action on
date of July 12, 1863,
P Lee's present assertion
made in your columns
of *Tighting Them
Over” to the contrary
notwithstanding.

A WAR DEPARTMENT, }
Wasnisaron Ciry,
May 5, 1892,
2 * * * gsip: In reply
8 to your communication
¥ of the 2d inst., I am di-
i recled by the Secretary
4 of War to inform you
that on the oflicial list of
killed and wounded and
miasing of the First Bri-
gade, Fourth Division, Sixteenth Corps, in action
with the enemy on the 12th of July. 1363, at Juck-
gon, Miss., signed by Col. John C. Pugh, Colonel
commanding First Brigade, Fourth Division, Six-
teenth Corps, appears the name of Elile T, Lee,
- Very respectfully,
F. C. AINSWORTH,
Major and Surgeon, U. 5. Army,

Now, if Comrade Leo will kindly furnish the
names of the ' three others of my own company
who were wounded on that occasion, yet the
report does not show that they were wounded,”
I hereby agree to ascertain the facts in the
matter. For the very credit of survivors of the
battles in the great war the time has come to
eliminate mere conjectures respecting losses by
the participants in said battles.

Another thing respecting losses in Comrade
Lee's brigade at Jackson, I am also authorita-
tively cognizant that a typographical error was
made in Fox’s work, * Regimental Losses,” in
the wounded of the 53d Ill. in this action. The
figures given were transposed, and should read
59 wounded, instead of 95. Therefore, count-
ing all missing of the brigade as wounded or
killed, as was done in my first communication,
Comrade Lee's “estimate” of killed and
wounded on that yet splendid charge is really
and traly 136 men less than recorded by bim in
his first article.

I would like your readers to particularly
note tho aceuracy of Col. Fox’s book in this
proof by the records of the War Department,
that the name Elile T. Lee was representative
of & personality, not missed, in the remarkably-
reliable statistics of the casualties of the war
that peerless work furnishes; also, to point out
that such circumstance as receipt of a wound,
or rather two wounds, per the recipient, is
creditable to Comrade Lee as a soldier, who,
however, like & few too many others, good
and faithful soldiers in those years of the
country’s trial, has evidently since that time
posed in masquerade rank ; for the rolls of the
41st Il rate the comrade as a Sergeant, and he
cannot now be Colonel, except that since the
war closed he has held that high commission in
the National Guards, militia, or served with
such rank on some Governor's staff.—R. 8. Lit-
TLEFIELD, Private to Sergeant, 14th Mass,;
Second Lieutenant to Captain, 1st Maea. H. A,

——————————

BY AN EYE-WITNESS.

Atttz

A Wisconsln Comrade Explains the Situation
of the 27th Ind. and 2d DMass. at Gettys-
burg.

EpITOR NATIONAL TRIBUNE:

N your issue of the 23d of
“ June Comrade John B.
o Rankin, of the 27th Ind.,
nira a grievance against
the 2d Mass. It isonlya
small grievance, and either
regiment has plenty of
glory, so that they don’t
need to rob one aunother.
It is possible that an eye-
witness may know more
ahont the situation at
Gettysburg than cither of
them.

The 3d Wis., was near
the edge of the meadow
and immediately on the
left of the 2d Mass, when
they were ordered to
charge. The writer saw
them getting over their
nd going across the mead-
ow, not by the left flank, as Lieut. Rankin
states, but directly to the front. As they ap-
proached the edge of the woods on the opposite
gide they obliqued to the left and prevented
our firing by getling in our front, and when
they were ordered back they came back to our
left, thus passing around our regiment to get
to their place again.

Very soon after the 24 Mass, advanced into
the meadow the 2Tth Ind. was seen advancing;
in fact, so soon after that the movemonts
scemed simultaneous with them. T eould see
the 2d when they started, but conld not see the
27th until they were in the meadow. They
euncountered a fearful fire from the front and
also from the rebels, who were on the opposite
gide of Rock Creek, upon their right flank.

No regiment in the army could have done
any more than they did, and very many would
not have done so well; but all the same they
were ordered back, or fell back of their own
accord, some time before the 2d Mass, did. It
is probable that they were not in the meadow
to exceed three minutes, and in that time lost
110 killed and wounded. The 2d Mass. was in
a less-exposed situation, and were in long
enough to lose 136 men. This attack had
diverted the attention of the enomy so much
that Gen. Geary’s advance from the other side
bad driven them back, and a few minutes later
Col. Btepheunson, then Captain of Co. B, 3d
Wis,, with two companies, took about the line
of march that Lient. Bankin marks out as the
route of the 2d Mass. and advanced his skir-
mishers, and with a loss of only one or two,
wounded, went in and oceunpied the ground
from which the enemy had given the 27th Ind.
and 24 Mass, such a bloody reception.—J. W.
HixkLEY, Co. E, 3d Wis., West Superior, Mich.

Was Grealtly Surprised.

Epitor NATIONAL TRIBUNE: In your paper
of April 14 I noticed an article from C. E. Mar-
vin, 2d N. Y. (Harris's Light) Cav., in which
he offers a fitting enlogy to the loyalty and
ability of Gen. Irvin McDowell, with whom
the old soldiers of lzlm Nation are well ac-
quainted ; but I was greatly surprised to read a
paragraph worded thus:

“1 was with him every hour he spent in the
saddle on Pope’s retreat; rode with him the
night he visited Fitz-Jobhn Porter to try to
persuade that arch-traitor to co-operate with
him and obey Pope's orders.”

It was my good fortune to be a member of
one of the best corps in the Army of the Poto-
mac (the Sixth, or Franklin's); was at Gen,
Slocum’s Headquarters daring the Peninsular
campaign, and was informed of the ficts con-
nected with the stubborn resistance made by
Porter against Stonewall Jackson and Robert
E. Lee combined, yet have never learned that
Gon. MeDowell followed Jackson.

He, I believe, remained in his works, which
I always thonght to be a great error of judg-
ment on the part of Gen. MeDowell.

After the stern resistance of Gen. Porter,
with our (Slocum's) brigade as reinforcement,
also Porter's conduct during the campaign,
that it was possible, or even probable, for &
man of his ealiber to show the white feather,
or bo justly charged with being a traitor, would
berhard, very hard, to credit; neither would I
belicve the charge to be true were he to attach
thereto his aflidavit.—J. F, BREAKENRIDGE,
Albany, N. Y.

The customary price of G. A. R. cards is $2
per 100, but THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE
will furnish you with 100, having a fine picture
of you.

PICKET SHOTS.

From Alert Comrades All Along the
Line.

Stockades at Andersonville.

RIE VAN WIE, 198 Ex-
change street, Geneva,
Tex.,says: “Inanarticleon
M Andersonville the author

spoke of four sheds erected
i

on the north side of the
stockade, only one of which
was completed; the other
three were roofed and af-
forded some shelter. They,

At when finished, were only
: A intended for a detachment
=~ apiece; that would be

7 é,- three 90's apiece, or 270
<2y e, ¢ men. Now there were in
=0 < the stockade about 130 de-
tachmenta. By this you can see that in con-
gidering the number confined in the stockade
—about 30,000—what proportion eould avail
themselves of thisshelter—1 in 30. In the Fall
after the capture of Atlanta, the prisoners were
sent away from Andersonville, Tho first 11de-
tachments—what survived—from Belle Island
were sent to Savannah ; others to Florence, 5. C.
Of the men sent to Savannah, in time—except
2,000 at Blackshire—1,000 wore paroled, the
others sent to Florence or back to Anderson-
ville, arriving about the last of Decomber. The
writer was one of the number. Johu McElroy,
16th IlL Cav., author of & history of Ander-
sonville, was with the second thonsand. We
remeined at Andersonville until the last of
March and in April. Many of us are there yet;
12,367 died before we got there, This time
encngh of our little number—not over 4,900—
died to swell the list to near 14,000 men."”
A Comrade’s Statement Verifled.

T. A. Cord, Pomona, Cal.,, says that in THE
NATIONAL TrRIRUNE of May 12, in referring to
Lieut. B. C. Shaw’s description of the wounding
of Col. B. C. Kelley at Philippi, W, Va., June 3,
1861, that Lient. Shaw is right in his desecrip-
tion, The writer was in Capt. Phil Kushner’s
company (E, 16th Ohio, Col. Irving command-
ing,) and was Sergeant of the gnard that tock
Col, Kelley back from Philippi to Grafton; was
also Sergeant of the guard that took a detail of
eight men and carried a wounded rebel on a
streteher four miles in the conntry to his home,
he having lost a leg from the first shot of a
d-pounder from the top of the hill,

A Comrade's Explanation.

1. B. Webster, Captain, Co, I, 10th Ky., Lonis-
ville, Ky., says: “In a recent issue Comrade
E. C. H. Beyland, 9th Ohio, in replying to my
article, the ‘Death of Zollicoffer,” did not
keep in mind the title of said article. In order
to make it clear to him and others, allow me to
say that I made no attempt to give a descrip-
tion of the ‘battle of Mill Springs,’ or to say
what troops were engaged in it. I did give the
names of the commanding officers and their
regiments comprising ‘our’ brigade, because I
folt that a brigadeof infantry is asorb of family
circle, so closely are the members bound to
each other. However, I did not intend to
insinuate that there were no other troops there,
for I knew there were. The history of that
fight has been written by those far better gqnali-
fied to do so than J. That the 9th and the 2d
Minn. were there I knew, and am prepared to
gay that there were not in the service two more
gallant regiments. This I state from observa-
tion. Asto Woolford's cavalry, they were every-
where. I only had one object in writing that
paper (April 21, 1892), and that was to pilace
Gen, 8. 8. Fry correctly before the readers of
THE NatTional TripuNe. Ithank the com-
rade for his evidence in saying that I gave a
correct eccount of Zollicoffer’s death.”

A Comrade Criticized,

Hiram W. Davis, Co. D, 32d N. Y., Heath,
N. Y, wonld like to correct Comrade John B.
Hayes, 16th N, Y., in giviog a short and inter-
esting history of his regiment. He states that
the 32d N. Y. formed part of his brigade. The
32d N. Y. was in the Third Brigade, the other
regiments being the 15th and 31st N, Y. and
95th Pa. The 27th N. Y., Gen. H. W. Slocum’s
old regiment, is the one to which Comrade
Hayes should have referred, as it was in the
Second Brigade.

Youngest Soldier.

Thomas 8. Timpson, Co. A, 165th N. Y., Baf-
falo, N. Y., was born Aug. 27, 1847; enlisted
Feb. 24, 1864; served until Sep. 1, 1865. E. H.
Wishon, Portsmouth, O., was born Aug. 17,
1847 ;.enlisted from Portsmonth, O., 1861, in
Battery I, 1st Ohio I. A, At the age of 14
mustered in at Camp Dennison asa lead driver,
and at the end of two years promoted to No. 6,
and was mustered as & non-commissioned offi-
cer at Columbus, 0. He never missed a battle,
nor was off duty a day, and was considered the
baoy of the Army of the Potomae.

W. E. Brooks, Garnerville, N. Y., was born
Sept. 1, 1847. In 1861 was mnstered in the
95th N. Y., and re-enlisted at Culpaper, Va,,
Janunary, 1864, Discharged July, 1363,

The Capture at Piedmont.

D. H. Smith, Co. D, 20th Pa, Cav., Elliots-
burg, Pa.. says: * Comrade Iewis, 1st N, Y,
Cay., in calling Comrade Hildebrand to ac-
connt about the prisoners captured at Pied-
mont June 5, 1864, should know that the 20th
Pa. Cav. had a hand in their capture. After
the 34th Mass,, 12th W. Va., and 34th Pa. had
driven the enemy back throngh the woods
three companies of the 20th Pa. Cav. charged
on their left through a wheatfield, killing
many and capturing a large number of pris-
oners. They rode on and throogh their
line, while the infantry charged them in
front., The comrade says they lost eight
men out of their regiment. Co. D of the
20th Pa. Cav. lost nine in this charge.” A
few weeks ago a comrade asked: ‘Did Gen.
Hunter mount negroes when the soldiers
had to walk?’ If this question had been re-
ferred to a certain member of the 20th Pa. Cav.
ho could have answered it, I think. I metthat
comrade in Philadelphia last Summer and he
looked 8s though he could outwalk almost any
negro yet. ] do know there was danger of
Hunter’s tent being punched full of holes for a
few nights on the Lynchborg raid. Hope the
comrade that was taken off that horse when
the negro was puton will let us hear about it,"”

Information Asked and Glven.

Mrs. Mary A. Boyle, 334 Oakland avenue,
Green Point, Brooklyn, N. Y., wants the ad-
dress of any eomrade who was in the 1st N. Y.
M’t’d Rifles in 1862,

Mrs. Mary Dunn, Talbot street, St. Thomas,
Canada, wants the address of comrades who
knew Peter DeHaven Dunn, who served in
both army and navy.

Cicero Hawley, Co. B, 104th Ohio,Los Angeles,
Cal., says: “ Looking over the column of In-
formation Asked and Given, I thought I would
like to know who the old soldier was that stole
a silver watch from & comrade in the printing
office at Wilmington, N. C., in the Spring of
1865. The undersigned had charge of the office
for the Government at the time.”

What Soldiers Are These?

Sam Swofford, jr., First Lieutenant, Co. D,
7th Tenn., M't’d Inf.,, Orme’s Store, Tonn., says:
*Just after the battleof Chickamauga some
soldiers who had been wounded were brought
to Pikeville, Tenn., and, I think, some of them
died and were buried there. I wish to know
who they were and to what commands they
belonged.
cerning this will confer a favor by writing to
the above address.”

The Winfield Scott.

H. €. Burgess, Montrose, Pa., would like to
correct the Lieutenant that has been writing
up the Hilton Head expedition in November,
1861, as he stated that the 48th N, Y. was on
the Winfield Scott. That is a mistake, Six
companies of the 50th Pa. were on that vessel,
The writer was a member of Co, D, 50th Pa.,
and was on the vessel, and shall never forgec
the terrible storm they passed through. The
vessel was terribly wrecked and came as near
going to the bottom as possible. The masts
were cut down. The writer cut down one of
the masts, also helped to clear the boat of any-
thing that was a burden to it.

Army of the Cumberland.

W. A. Headrick, Co. K, 1st Teon. Cav.,
Painter, Tenn., was overjoyed to see the article
by Capt. Moses Wiley, of 1st Tenn. Cav,, and
would be pleased to sce something more from
him, us well as from others. The writer says:
“There has been volumes written of the doings
of the Army of the Potomae, and possibly many
resders of THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE now aged
25 and 30 years don’t know that there was any
Arwy of the Camberland. Therecertainly was
such un organization, and part of it warehed
with Sherman to the sea and part of it annibi-
lated Hood’s legions while the Army of the

Apyone knowing anything con--

Potomac was dealing destruetion to Lee's army
aronnd Richmond aund at the final round-up at
Appomattox.”

The Gulf Squadron.

W. F. Demnuse, U. 8. 8 Brooklyn, Birming-
ham, Ala., writes: “Shipmate Simmons, of
the Naval Veterans’ Association, bas favored
the readers of THE NATioNAL TRIBUNE with
an historical sketch of the operations of the U,
S. Navy during the rebellion. Shipmate Sim-
mons, in copying from the Navy record in the
War Department, scemed to have suffered with
the same disease as did Senators and Congress-
men of past sessions, viz, ‘short-sightedness
towards the Navy.” Our good shipmate gave
us an account of the North and of the Western
flotillas, and of Com. Foote's flect on the upper
rivers, and he closes with the words, ‘ The endd’
Let me remind him that we had during the
rebellion what was called the Gulf Blockading
Squadron, under the command of Admiral Far-
ragut, who commanded a fleet of some fifly
vessels of all sizes. Farragut operated not only
on the Gulf coast, but also on the Mississippi
River so far as Port Hudson, whara I served
antil its surrender, July, 1863, Will Shipmate
Simmons please look over the Navy record
again and give the readers of TaHe NAaTioxAL
TriBuxE a full account of the whole Yankes
fleot in the time of the rebellion ?”

The Battle of Bentonville.

Thomas D. Goondrey, Sergeant, Co. B, 14156
N. Y., Townsend, N, Y., says: " The article on
Bsntonvills, written by Comrade L. Hendrick,
which appeared in a recent issue, interested me
very much, as I was on ihe other side just
then, having been taken a prisoner the morn-
ing of the 19th of March, with James Tapp
and Leander Smith. We were detailed from
the Twentieth Corps, but becoming separated
from the detail on the 1S8th, pusbed forward
during the day and at night succeeded by a
ruse in passing throngh the Fourteenth Corps’
picketa after dark, expecting thereby to get
ahead of their foragers in the morning. We
got & little pravious and were gobbled up by a
squad of the 3d 8. C. Cav. 8o now I can tell
Comrade Hendrick what was the eff:ct of the
case-shot sent over by his battery. The Joha-
nies truly got a setback, and came to the rear
in all shapes—hatless, bieeding, and also car-
ried in blankels. We prisoners were moved
out of range, as we thought not any too seoou,
as the ground was being torn up all sbout us,
After the batteries spoken of by Comrade Hen-
drick took position, the Jolinunies advanced up
the ravine, This must have been in the after-
noon. When the batteries opened on them,
cade-shot came tearing through their ranks and
plowing up the ground about us. We were
again moved to the rear double-quick about
two miles. I must say that pever in my expe-
rience did I see wounded men come back in
such numbers as they did from that ravine,
This battle must have been a great surprise, as
the officers told us prisoners that they had got
Sherman just where they wanted him. In
counclusion would say, that if the Seventeenth
Corps’ skirmishers bad been supported by their
line of battle, the only bridge across Mill Creek
couid have been taken, the only line of retreat
cut off, and the Johnnies would have been like
the soldier that caught the Tartar—unable to
get away, DBoys, speak out, and tell us how
you saw it at Bentonville,”

Recollection of Gaines’s Mill

E, C. Kineaid, Co. K, 27th N. Y., Elgin, IIL,
says: ‘“ If not greatly at fault Slocam’s Brigade
on the Peninsula consisted of the 16th N, Y.,
96th Pa., 5th Me. and 27th N. Y. (his old regi-
ment), and not the 32d N. Y. Atleast I have
a vivid recollection of Gaines's Mill where tha
straw hats of the 16th N. Y. under Col. How-
land joined the right flank of the 27th N. Y,,
and formed a target visible even in the dark-
nessof smoke that hung over the field between
five and six p. m.”

A Confederate’s Claim.

H. T. Bird, 8th Iowa Cav., Mt, Pleasant,
TIowa, says: *“In an article copied from the
Atlanta Journal, I see one Charles Montgomery
{Confederate) makes claim to firing the last
shot during the war, placing the date April 16,
1865. By referring to my army journal I find
that our regiment had two men killed and two
wounded April 23, 1865. and we did net receive
news of the armistice until the 25th instant,
Our regiment belouged to Croxton's Brigade,
and was styled the “lost brigade” in our Gen-
eral’s (Wilson’s) oflicial report, having been de-
tached from the main command early in the
campaign and ordered off towards Tusealoosa,
Our commander finding it impossible to join
the main army mapped out a campaign of his
own, and after finishing np Tusealoosa marched
off towards Talledega and destroyed the iron
works in that vicinity. Wsa encountered a
Gen. Hill in this part of Alabama and suspect
the last fighting was done by our joint forces.
At least we were a week later than Montgomery
who makes the claim in the said journal.”

This Settles It.

Eprtor NATIONAL TRIBUNE: Since the
close of the civil war one Robert H. Hender-
shott, once a member of theSth Mich., has been
posing as the “only and original drummer-
boy of the Rappahannock,” basing his claim to
the title upon his alleged crossing of the Rap-
pahannock River in a pontoon-boat Dee. 11,
1862, with the members of the 7th Mich. No
body of old soldiers can better afiord to be gen-
erous than the survivors of the gallant 7th.
Not one of them seeks to detract one particle
of whatever fame may attach to any one of ths
many brave exploits of the war of the rebel-
lion ; but when one who, like this Hendershott,
claims honors which he never won, or to ride a
high horse at theexpense of brave men, the 7th
most emphatically protests and asemphatically
demands proof, which so far has never been
furnished. If he is deserving of this honor on
nothing but his own statemants, so the surviv-
ors of the Tth feel that they, too, should receive
on public oceasious equal honors; for there is
no charge of false pretense attaching to their
skirts, At their Reunion at Fenton, June 14,
1592, the following resolution was adopted as
the sentiment of the Association, with the re-
quest that it be made public:

Resolved, That we, the surviving members of the
7uh Mich,, do hereby emphatieally protest against
and deny the cialin made by one Robert IH. Hen-
dersholt to be the “‘original and only drummer-
boy of the Rappahannock”; that he was present
and crossed the Rappahannock River at Freder-
{:knbum. Dec. 11, 1862, wilh said 7th, and challenge

im to bring one witness who can testify thatl he
saw the said Hendersholt eross in one of the pon-
toon-boats with the members of the 7th, as he
elalms. Failing in this, we feel ourselves justified
in declaring in & public manner our belief that his
claim is a fraud and an attempt to gain notoriety at
the expense of those who voluntarily offered their
lives, if necessary, in an undertaking zlmost un-
paralleled in the annals of human bravery, and
declare our belief that the honor of such titie
belongs to Comrade John Spillane, of Detroit; and
we also emphatically protest agsinst the alleged
getion of the managers of the National Encamp-
ment at Washington to be held in September, to
place the said Hendershott at the head of the pa-
rade as the representative of our Association, as he
has no part or connection with it

CHAS. HAMILTON,

Jas. M, GREESVIELD,

CHris. BLogER,
Commiitea.

THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE'S portrait
cards are the biggest thing out. See advertise-
meni in another column.

S. B. Elkins.

EpiToR NATIONAL Trisuxe: Will youm
oblige several of your readers in this place by
giving a short sketch of the life of Hon. S. B.
Elkins, our present Secretary of War? There
is considerable tali about his life from 1860 to
1865. By giving the facts of the case yon will
oblige them very much.—GEeo. OrME, Wahoo,
Neb.

[Stephen Benton Elkins was born in Perry
County, Ohio, Sept. 26, 1841 ; received his carly
education in the public sehools of Missouri, and
graduated from the University of that State, at
Columbis, in the class of 1860; was admutogl
to the bar in 1863, and in the same year emi-
grated to New Mexico, where he acquired a
knowledge of the Spanish language, and began
the practice of law; was a member of the
Territorial Legisiative Assembly of New Mex-
ico in 1864 and 1865; held the offices of Terri-
torial District Attorney, Attorney-Geuneral, and
United States District Attorney; was elected
to the 434 Congress as a Republican, and while
abroad was renominated and elected in 1875;
duriog his first term in Congress was a member
of the Republican National Committee, on
which he served for three Presidential cam-
paigns. After leaving Congress Mr. Elkins
devoted himself to bnsiness affairs. He was
appointed Secretary of War Dee. 17, 1891.]
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If you come to the Encampment without a
supply of THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE
Portrait Cards it will be a great disappoint-
ment to your eomrades. They all want your
picture to take home with them to look at in
after years when they are thinking and talking

about you.
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E. NASON & CO. 111 Nassau Strect. New York
Meotion The Nailooal Tridant.
NESS & HEAD NDISES CURED
by Feti’s luvisible Tubalar Caahions,
caly by F, Hiscox, 353 B'way, N.¥. Wirls for book
sention The National Tridens

nE‘ heard. Successful when tiir-cdiu?‘u. Sald Fm

who wish to earn
week, write us and we will explain how.
ment st home. Address Mattoon & Co.y Oswego, X.
Mention The National Tribuae.

A. GOODRICH, Lawyer, 1224 Dearbera St.,
Chicago, Iil., 27 years’ experience, Secrecy, special facilie
ties in several States, Goodrich on Divoree, with Lawe

of all States, in press, Price ¥
Mention I'he Natfonal Tribune
distribute samples and ciroularg
BIG PAY for honest work. Writy
k0 Co., Phila., e

A sﬂap &t gnce 1o Bosanxo

Meotion The Natlonai Tridums.

x hine Hablt Cared in 19
l.ogzdu N ecured.
opluu gy e o g Al

Mention The National Tridbuna

For One Agent in each town te

e

P —— Send your nace e aliresson » postal sard sad wewill

FHE saad 1ou ovr manmeth warch sl jewelry catalegae Cron
Sational Mg, & Impt.Ca.23s Deardorn 3t.Chicagos

Meunton The National Tribune

Send for

WELL DRILLING MACHINERY, St

WILLIAMS BROTHERS, Ithaca, N. Y.
Mention ‘The Natioaal Tribune.
are om thelr

e R6§Es own roois,

The DINGEE &
CcoNARD oS

Address West Grove, Pa.

Mention The National Tribune,

Catalogus FRERE.

rEEP YOUR HORSE RIGHT by keeping Gons
I\bnult'n CUnustle Balsam handy. Atall dnus
gists, or THE LAWRENCE-WILLIAMS CO.. Cieveland,

Mention The Natlonal Tribune.

for 220 page Catalogue ef Stereopticons, Magle
END Lanterns, and Views for same to MeAllister,
Manufg Oovticlan, 49 Nassag Swree:, New York City.
Mention Thatoual Tribune

NHE Mamdsomely Tlostrated 172-page FARM
£ ANNUALand Planters’ Guide. flare noveities
in seeds that grow. W. Atlee Burpee & Co., Phils
Mention The Naslonal Tribune

ATARRH can be cured by wsing Aerated O
s Nothing in the market ke it AERATED OXY-
GEN C0., Rooins3 and 4, Central Music Hall, Chicago.

Mention The National Tribune.

ANTED--Women to take crochet work to doat
home, City or country. Steady work. Particulars
on appilcation. I. White & Co., 209 State st., Chicage, Ik

Mention The National Tribune,




